[A study of artemether combined with primaquine in the treatment of falciparum malaria].
To evaluate the efficacy and side effects of artemether combined with primaquine in the treatment of falciparum malaria. Randomization and comparison methods were used in 121 falciparum malaria cases in the Republic of Central Africa. Sixty-one cases were treated with artemether combined with primaquine (Group A used artemether orally, Group B used artemether intramuscularly). And 60 cases received single artemether (Group C used artemether orally, Group D used artemether intramuscularly) were taken as control. In Group A and B the mean fever clearance time were 47.6 +/- 15.7 and 36.9 +/- 10.7 hours, clinical cure rates 84.4% and 100%, relapse rates 6.3% and 3.4%, respectively. In Group C and D the mean fever clearance time were 48.2 +/- 18.4 and 42.2 +/- 9.5 hours, clinical cure rates 90.1% and 96.3%, relapse rates 21.2% and 18.5%, respectively. Side effects in cases of all groups were mild. Artemether combined with primaquine and single artemether(via both routes) showed good therapeutic effects in falciparum malaria cases, while artemether combined with primaquine was more effective than single artemether in reducing relapes rate of malaria.